[Quality and acceptance of the columellar scar in open septorhinoplasty].
The open approach via the transcolumellar incision exposes the nasal cartilaginous and bony framework and allows a well-arranged correction in technically complex reconstructions. The aim of the study was to show the satisfaction of the patients concerning the quality and the acceptance of the columellar scar. In this retrospective study 61 patients with an open septorhinoplasty in a standardized procedure were included. The valid questionnaire "The patient and observer scar assessment scale (POSAS)" by Drajiers et al. was applied. After a period of 12 months the patient and an independent -observer judged the columellar scar with regard to different -criteria. 15 out of 61 patients (24.6%) were very satisfied, 40 out of 61 (65.5%) were satisfied with their scar. In the objective evaluation the observer was very satisfied in 5 out of 11 cases (45.5%), and satisfied in 6 out of 11 cases (54.5%). 90% of the patients were content with their scar. Interestingly patients tend to judge the quality of almost invisible scars in the face more critically.